TROUBLE  WITH THE  SEI*AR AND   OTHER TRIBES

Le. five days after the end of Ramadhan. It was odd they should talk of
Break-fasting for they never fast. Nor do they pray, as they have them-
selves told me. Once Seiyid Bubekr asked them why they did not fast and
they said: "Your grandfather (i.e. the Prophet himself) told our grandfather
that we needn't as we had saved him from his enemies."

On the appointed date came Tannaf bin Seheil Ba Rumeidan and 'Aidha
bin Terjem, the two chiefs of the Al Baqi Msellem, but there was no sign of
Bin Mulhi and Bin Jerbu'a the Al Hatim chiefs. We all took a fancy to
the Al Baqi Msellems and their party and after a few cordial days they
went away having promised every sort of assistance, and left a young
sheikh as their "consul," as he was called in Seiyun, with whom we could
discuss matters. Curiously enough, without any prompting they begged1
we should make landing-grounds in their country to facilitate future,
visits..

Like all beduin the Sei'ars are really remarkably acute. At least one
of them thought I was very simple. I suppose he had never heard of Castles
in Spain, but he came up to me at a conference and'whispered: "I've got
seven wells in the Rub' al Khali of which nobody else knows the existence.
Til sell them to you cheap if you like and I'm sure you'll make a good profit
out of it." "                              *

The Al Hatim had been "got at." Unfortunately Sultan *Ali bin
Salah, a weak though charming personality, had turned sour and for the
hope of gain, which he could never resist, had started intriguing against
the peace and encouraging the mercenary Yafa'is. As the Al Hatim told
us later they had been convinced they had only to appear in Seiyun to have
their throats cut,                                                             \

, A further letter was sent telling them that they must come and that it
they did not they would be held responsible for the raiding and suffer air
action* This brought them down to the wadi. The threatened date for
air action came near, but they were plagued by messengers telling them the
usual lying stories of what would happen to diem if they came to Seiyun.
On the eve of the date fixed, I went out to find them and after a long day's
chase in a car from village to village where they had been heard of, I ran
&em to earth at Al Qara, north of Shibam. I Ipjind them in a state of
complete panic and Seiyid Bubakr and I did our best to reassure them.
Finally I gave a pledge "on my face" that nothing but honourable treatment
would be accorded to them in Seiyun and Bin Mulhi came in the car with
mtoSeiyutu